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Background:  You are a wild animal living on your own in the woods.  Your species survives on Hershey’s Kisses; 

however, the silver wrapping and paper tag are poisonous and cannot be eaten.  In recent years, some unusual 

mutations have occurred within your species’ population and you have been affected.  Will you be able to 

overcome your mutation and survive in the wild; gathering food, bringing it to your den, and eating it? 

 
Procedure: 

1. Obtain your mutation letter from the teacher and identify your mutation on the chart. 

2. Allow yourself to become mutated. 

3. At the start of the timer, leave your den and make your way to the ‘tree’. 

4. Obtain a Kiss and bring it back to your den. 

5. Unwrap the Kiss completely. 

6. Eat the Kiss WITHOUT the silver wrapping or paper.  (Remember, they are poisonous and this meal 

will be your last!) 

7. Once you have successfully gotten the Kiss in your mouth without the wrappings, the timer will stop 

and you will be given your time.  You have a time limit of 90 seconds; if you don’t get your Kiss in 

your mouth by that time, you have starved to death  

8. Allow yourself to become un-mutated. 

9. Throw away your wrappings. 

10. Record your mutation and time on your lab sheet. 

11. Record your time on the teacher’s laptop and return to your seat. 

12. Answer the conclusion questions. 

 

Mutations: 

Mutation Type Characteristic Produced by Mutation 

A Long fingernails (produced by plastic knives taped to fingers with tape) 

B No fingers (produced by taping each hand closed) 

C Lack of peripheral vision (produced by putting on goggles and stuffing cotton in the sides to 

prevent viewing from the side) 

D Hands fused together in front of body (produced by placing hands together in front of body 

and taping them together) 

E Feet and ankles fused together (produced by taping the ankles tightly together with tape) 

F No arms (produced by taping the arms down to the side of the body with tape) 

G Arms fused together behind the back at the wrists (produced by placing arms behind the back 

and taping tightly at the wrists) 

H Blind (produced by using goggles taped over securely with tape) 

Lab Rules and Expectations 

1. Follow all directions, verbal and written. 

2. Remain seated unless directed by teacher to move around room. 

3. Keep conversations focused on the lab activity. 

4. Remain on task at all times. 
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Which mutation do you think will 

be the most severe? 

 

Which mutation do you think will 

be the least severe? 

 

 

My mutation is _____.   

My time was _____ seconds. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Which characteristic caused by mutation appeared to be the most harmful to the survival of a 

species? 

 

Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

2. Which characteristic caused by mutation appeared to have the least harmful effect on an 

organism’s ability to survive? 

 

Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

3. What activity in nature is represented by bringing the Kiss back to the den? 

 

Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

4.  Create a mutation for an animal that would prevent it from gathering, storing, retrieving, or 

processing food.  Name the animal and explain what is lacks the ability to do. 

 

 

 

5.  Create an adaptation for your animal from #4 that will allow it to survive in spite of its 

mutation and gather, store, retrieve, and process food.  Explain your adaptation.  Remember, 

your animal lives alone and in the wild.  Humans or other animals cannot be involved! 

 
 


